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Location: Strangford Lough Narrows
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SeaGen: The journeyé

ÅScoping Report 

ÅEnvironmental Statement (ES)

ÅEnvironmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

ÅEnvironmental Action and Safety Management Plan (EASMP)

ÅEnvironmental Monitoring Programme (EMP)
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SeaGen EMP Regulation & Liaison
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Environmental Monitoring Plan

1. EIA identified various levels of uncertainty surrounding 

potential risks to within the Strangford Lough Special 

Area of Conservation (SAC) 

Å Common seals

1)  How does SeaGen impact the patterns of usage of 

the Narrows? 

2) Are seals (or other large marine animals) being 

struck by the turbine rotors?

Å Reef (rocky and biogenic)

1) Has the turbine significantly effect the extent, 

quality or composition of seabed communities?

2.  Requirements to support future EIAôs. 
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What are we doing to answer these key 

questions and others?
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Marine mammals and sharks

Effort limited visual surveys (QUB)

Outputs:

Å48 months of sightings data

ÅStatistical model to determine spatial/ temporal patterns in 

sightings

Passive acoustic monitoring (SMRU)

Outputs:

Å36 months of porpoise activity data 

ÅAnalysis undertaken on activity in relation to tidal state, time of 

day, time of year, etc.
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Common seals

Aerial survey outputs  - SMRU Ltd

Outputs:

ÅDistribution of seal haul out sites 

ÅAbundance of seals surveyed during moult 

(August/Sept) and breeding season (November)

GPS/GSM tracking outputs ïSMRU Ltd

Outputs:

ÅChanges in the proportion of the regional population 

using Strangford Lough

ÅChanges in the routes taken by seals through the 

Narrows

© SMRU Ltd

© SMRU Ltd
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Diving birds and SPA species

Diving species:

ÅGannets

ÅMerganser

ÅBlack Guillemot

ÅCommon guillemots and razorbills

ÅEider ducks

ÅTerns (common, sandwich and Arctic)

Which species could theoretically 

interact with the turbine?
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